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NON-PROFIT GROUP FILES EXPLOSIVE COMMENTS IN CHANNEL 61 SCANDAL 

DOC. CLAIMS FEDERAL FUNDS SLATED ¢h .9b9CL¢ {/w!b¢hb a!¸hwΩ{ w9-ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

 ! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ŎǊŀƴǘƻƴ aŀȅƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ !Φ 5ƻƘŜǊǘȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

access cable television channels for the primary purpose of benefitting his own political campaign and that the scheme stands 

to be funded by federal tax dollars from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  

The allegations were filed by NEPA Public Access Project in response to a ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ {ŎǊŀƴǘƻƴΩǎ 

Office of Economic and Community Development (OECD) seeking opinions on a pending transfer in the allocation of $90,000.  

The money would be transferred from an existing OECD-administered small business loan program to a grant for Electric City 

Television (ECTV)Σ ǘƘŜ ŜƳōŀǘǘƭŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ŎǊŀƴǘƻƴΩǎ Ǉǳblic access cable channels. 

ECTV is slated to receive a $90,000 grant of HUD Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds through OECD. 

But the funding will not be available until an amendment to the CDBG Action Plan is approved. The Public Access Project 

ǳǊƎŜŘ h/95 ǘƻ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ άŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ 

events that gave ECTV the authority to operate the /ƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦǊŀǳŘǳƭŜƴǘ ǊǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ 

ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦέ 

The citation-heavy 15-page document lucidly outlines the MayorΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ άŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 

to the content of public government meetings.έ It further claims that the aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ installation of ECTV as operator of 

cƘŀƴƴŜƭ см ǿŀǎ άŀ ǎƘŀƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ-owned media outlet as part of a campaign to control his image 

amongst the electorate in the year preceding his re-eƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦέ Lǘ charges that broadcasts of City Council meetings, a 

popular venue for criticism of the MayorΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ŏǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ 9/¢±Ωǎ ǘŀƪŜƻǾŜǊΦ 

In addition to 9/¢±Ωǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 9/¢±Ωǎ solvency, competency, honesty, 

and ability to sustain operations. NEPA-PAP President Alex Allen expressed fear that further turbulence for the channels is on 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΦ άtǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ especially in a one-paper town 

like Scranton. The unconscionable upheaval that our ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ reckless 

misconduct. We have demonstrated that, due to its startling incompetence, ECTV is likely to fail regardless of whether it 

receives the pending $90,000 HUD grant. When ECTV fails the channels will, at the sole discretion of the Mayor, either go 

ōƭŀƴƪ ƻǊ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣέ !ƭƭŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

The documentΩs conclusion likens the ordeal to ǘƘŜ άBonusgateέ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƻŎƪŜŘ IŀǊǊƛsburg this July because of 

what it labels an άŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ.έ Lǘ ŎƘƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ άǎŜƭŦ-ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎέ ǳǎŜŘ 

άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΣ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǇǊŜǎǎΣ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  Finally, the 

complaint expresses outrage that ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ άǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 

ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΦέ 

The full text of the document is available at openlackawanna.org or directly at http://openlackawanna.org/NEPAPAPs-ECTV-OECDpublicCommentRevised&Cited.pdf. 

N.E.P.A. Public Access Project is a non-partisan non-profit charitable organization founded last year for the purpose of 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ Lǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ [ŀŎƪŀǿŀƴƴŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴƭƛƴe source of 

campaign finance reports for local political campaigns. 
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