




















At.. NEPA Public Access Project
• openlackawanna.org .

POBox 129
Peckville. PA 18452

(I

The Honorable Christopher A. Doherty
Mayor, City of Scranton
City Hall
340N. Washington Avenue
Scranton, PA 18510

cc: Mary Theresa Paterson, Esq., City Solicitor

re: request for recusal

p. 57G-504-5803 1. 570-504-5769 .
nepapap@gmail.com

February 3, 2008

Dear Mayor Doherty:
The NEPA Public Access Project has submitted a proposal conforming with the

specifications published by the City'S January 6, 2008 RFP to operate PEG Channels 61 & 62.
. Upon our review of the campaign finance reports for the Doherty for Mayor Committee

we found that numerous principals of organizations submitting proposals have made
contributions for your mayoral election and re-election campaigns. Therefore to eliminate any
conflict of interest, actual or in appearance, or any chance that the future of this vital community
asset will be decided on anything but a wholly impartial manner, I respectfully request that you
recuse yourself from making any decision regarding which organization will be selected to run
the channels.

The three organizations that have submitted proposals, with their respective aggregate
contributions to your campaign committee are as follows:

• Scranton Today: $8,450
• Electric City TV; $650
• NEPA Public Access Project: $100

While all contributors from Scranton Today and NEPA Public Access Project are noo­
officer board members, the contributor from Electric City TV, John Darcy, is a co-founder of his
organization. We believe contributions from such a high-ranking official of ECTV create an even
more pronounced conflict.

Note the December 3151
, 2007 Times-Tribune article on the subject, which states "Mr.

Doherty said he would acquiesce to the panel's recommendation." Therefore it appears you
already have the spirit of this request at heart. It is out of an abundance of caution that I ask you
to kindly make it official by signing an affidavit to that effect. I have attached a suggested
affidavit for your convenience.

I have also attached, for your convenience, an itemized list of the contributions
mentioned herein.



Ethical standards dictate that your cooperation with this request is most appropriate. I
look forward to your response.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter and for giving our organization the
rare opportunity to operate the community's public access television channels.

Sincerely,

Alex Allen, President



AFFIDAVIT OF RECUSAL

1, CHRISTOPHER A. DOHERTY, Mayor of Scranton, Pennsylvania, hereby swear that I wholly
recuse myself from the evaluation and selection ofthe "successful submission" in response to the City of
Scranton's January 6, 2008 REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS ("RFP") for "OPERATION OF CABLE
ACCESS CHANNELS 61 AND 62 KNOWN AS THE 'PEG' CHANNELS IN THE CITY CABLE
FRANCHISE AGREEMENT:' Because some of the principals of the organizations sUbmilting proposals
in response to the RFP have been contributors to my mayoral campaign committee an appearance of
eonmet of interest exists.

Further, I will not direct, instruct, recommend, or command any surrogate, agent, city employee,
or any other person with the power to select the "successful submission" to decide for or against any
particular organization.

Sworn as true to the best of my knowledge and belief; subject to the penalties of false statement.

Signature Date

Sworn and subscribed before me on this day of , 2008

Notary Public or equivalent



RFP Respondent Contributions to Mayor Doherty's Campaign Committee

Name Title Organization Date Amount
Mary Ellen Coleman Director Scranton Today 1/6/2006 $350
Mary Ellen Coleman Director Scranton Today 11/3/2005 $100
Mary Ellen Coleman Director Scranton Today 9/29/2005 $1,000
Mary Ellen Coleman Director Scranton Today 3/21/2005 $1,000
Mary Ellen Coleman Director Scranton Today 7/12/2001 $100
Mary Ellen Coleman Director SCranton Today 9/11/2001 $200
Mary Ellen or Robert Coleman Director Scranton Today 1/2/2002 $100
Mary Ellen or Robert Coleman Director Scranton Today 1/7/2002 $400
Mary Ellen or Robert Coleman Director Scranton Today 4/1/2001 $250
leslie Collins Director Scranton Today 1/6/2006 $100
Mark DeStefano Director Scranton Today 9/14/2005 $250
Mark DeStefano Director Scranton Todav 4/11/2005 $500
Don aId Rinaldi Director SCranton Today 12/7/2005 $1,000
Donald & Mariellen Rinaldi Director SCranton Today 1/2/2002 $100
Donald Rinaldi Director SCranton Todav 4/11/2005 $750
Donald Rinaldi Director Scranton Today 4/18/2005 $250
Donald & Mariellen Rinaldi Director SCranton Today 8/3/2001 $2,000

STTVtotal: $8,450

John Darcy Co-founder Electric City TV 5/9/2005 $200
John Darcy Co-Founder Electric CityTV 9/14/2005 $100
John Darcv Co-Founder Electric City TV 10/25/2005 $100
John Darcy Co-Founder Electric City TV 1/6/2006 $250

ECTVtotal: $650

Robert or Rosemarie Quinn Director NEPA Public Access Project 1/2/2002 $100
NEPA-PAP total: $100




